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there t e l l i n g  their peop l e  n o t  to write A L R  b e c a u s e  they can't 
afford it. We h ave a great p e r c e n t a g e  of p e o p l e  who go for the 
A L R  hearings. If the officer d o e s n ' t  s how up, it's thr o w n  out 
anyway. It's not a fair and co n s i s t e n t  p r o g r a m  and it's not 
do i n g  what it was i ntended to d o  and we ought to t a k e  a l o ok  at 
do i n g  away w i t h  the wh o l e  program. I do support Senator 
Br a s h e a r ' s  amendment, which only puts this d e b t  on hold, an d  I 
know I did n ' t  talk m u c h  about t h a t  but I w a n t e d  to get this word 
i n . Thank y o u .

SP EAKER KRISTENSEN: (Visitors introduced.) Senator Don
P e d e r s o n .

SE NATOR D. PEDERSON: Mr. Speaker, m e m bers of the body, I'm
conce r n e d  about the a p proach of Senator B r a s h e a r  in this matter. 
I thi nk that we are p u t t i n g  t he cred i b i l i t y  of the state on the 
line. I think there is a charge. W h e the r y o u  like the charge or 
not, it is ordered by the court and I t h i n k  that it's not 
ap p r op ria te for us to a r b i t r a r i l y  dec i d e  t hat we ' r e  not g o i n g  to 
p ay bills of the state in a time l y  manner. Th e r e  is a procedure 
where there could be an appeal if one d e t e r m i n e d  that these fees 
ordered b y  the court are no t  appropriate, bu t  let me turn to the 
statute for county attorneys. The s t a tute 23-1201 states: The 
county a t torney m ay be d i r e c t e d  b y  the A t t o r n e y  G e n e r a l  to 
represent the state in any acti o n  or m a t t e r  in w h i c h  the state 
is i n t e r este d or a party. W h e n  such s e rvice r equires the 
p e r f o r m a n c e  of dut i e s  w h i c h  are in a d d i t i o n  to the o rdinary 
duties of the county attorney, he or she shall r e ceive such fee 
for his or her service, in a ddition to the salary as county 
attorney. So the cou n t y  att o r n e y  is p l a c e d  in a unique 
position. B y  statute t hey are re q u i r e d  to do this if the 
Att o r n e y  G e neral says to d o  it. I think that we are undu l y  
at t e mpting to p u n i s h  the c o u n t y  a ttorney in these matters. Now 
I, frankly, do n ot k now ho w  m u c h  time or n o v e l t y  of the event or 
wha t e v e r  was i nvolved in these charges, bu t  ma y b e  they di d  $500 
wo r t h  of service, bu t  I'm inc l i n e d  to t h i n k  that they didn't. 
I'm inclined to think that the judge arbi t r a r i l y  m a d e  a 
d e t e r m i n a t i o n  that . . . t h a t  t h e y ' r e  going to pa y  $500 every time 
one of these hearings comes up, and I just t h i n k  that we h a v e  a 
situa t i o n  where the county a ttorney is d i r e c t e d  to do this. 
They are not in a po s i t i o n  to t u r n  it down. A nd I think that


